Science-Based Initiatives for Long-Term
Conservation and Sustainable Use of Tuna Stocks

International Seafood Sustainability Foundation




ISSF’s mission Is to undertake
science-based initiatives for the
long-term conservation and
sustainable use of tuna stocks,
reducing by-catch and promoting

ecosystem health.



Founding Motivation

“While canning-grade tuna stocks remain healthy, it
appears they are reaching their maximum
sustainable yield. Maintaining the sustainability of
our precious tuna resources has become one of
the most important — if not the most important --
Industry issues that we must address.”

Chris Lischewski, President & CEO
Bumble Bee Foods
10™ Tuna INFOFISH Conference
Bangkok
May 2008




ISSF Founders

Bolton Alimentari

Bumble Bee Foods / Clover Leaf Seafoods
MW Brands

Princes Ltd.

Sea Value Co., Ltd.

StarKist Co.

Thai Union Mfg. / Chicken of the Sea

Tri Marine International

WWE, the global conservation organization




World-Class Science Committee
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Dr. Richard B. Deriso — Chief Scientist, Inter-American Tropical
Tuna Commission

Dr. John Hampton — Program Leader, Ocean Fisheries Programme

Dr. Victor Restrepo — Deputy Executive Secretary, International
Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas ( ICCAT)

Dr. Dale Squires — Senior Scientist & Economist, National Marine
Fisheries Service, NOAA, U.S. Dept. of Commerce

Dr. Meryl Williams — Founding Coordinator, FishWatch-AsiaPacific
Project of Asian Fisheries Society; Honorary Life Me mber, Asian
Fisheries Society




Ultimate, Achievable Goal

Targeted stocks maintained at
or above levels of abundance
capable of supporting maximum
sustainable yield in a healthy
ecosystem




Status of the Stocks
- - -

.




ISSF Sustainability Tactics

Work with RFMOs to achieve their objectives

Employ sound science for abundance at or
above levels capable of supporting MSY

Strive to eliminate IUU

Provide for health and care of ecosystem
Facilitate use of precautionary approach
Minimize by-catch, discards, abandoned gear

Collect, exchange data to better know stock
status

Support certification programs meeting 2005
FAO eco-labeling guidelines




RFMO Report Card: Overall
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Report of Tuna RFMO Chairs Meeting
San Francisco
February 5-6, 2008

"Substantial concerns were expressed regarding the
consequences of RFMOs not adopting management measu res
consistent with the best available scientific advic e."

"Compliance to adopted measures was identified as a common
problem. Activities of non-compliant members could
undermine compliance efforts by all other members."




RFMO Report Card: ICCAT
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Report of the Independent Review: ICCAT
September, 2008

“ICCAT’s performance does not meet its objectives f or
several of the species under its purview ... dueinla  rge part to
the lack of compliance.”

“Performance in managing fisheries on bluefin tuna
particularly in the eastern Atlantic and Mediterran ean Sea is
widely regarded as an international disgrace.”

“The International community which has entrusted th e
management of this iconic species to ICCAT deserves better.”




RFMO Report Card: IOTC

Report of the IOTC Performance Review Panel
January, 2009

“(IOTC) is outdated as it does not take account of
modern principles for fisheries management.”

“Low levels of compliance ... are commonplace.”

“There are currently no sanctions or penalties for non-
compliance in place.”

“List of IUU vessels applies to non-members only.”




Room for Improvement

lUU fishing (illegal, unregulated, unreported)

Overfishing

Incomplete Data

Bycatch
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Issues Being Addressed: Conservation

WCPO -- Support for complete, temporary purse seine closure

EPO Bigeye — Resolution to refrain from transactions after 9/1/09
with vessels non-compliant IATTC Res. C-09-01

Med Albacore — Resolution to refrain from transactions after
1/1/11 if science-based measures not adopted after assessment

|O — Endorsed IOTC warning about overfishing

Protected Areas -- Support science-based closings to accomplish
clear objectives for tuna and ecosystem conservation

Bluefin — Statement of concern despite lack of involvement




Issues Being Addressed: Capacity

o Statement of Concern — excess purse-seine,
long-line capacity, open access to international
fisheries results in overfishing.

e Recognition of urgent need for resolution using
rights-based management and capacity controls

e Support FAO Plan of Action




Issues Being Addressed: Bycatch

Landmark gathering convened by ISSF
November in Sukarrieta, Spain
By invitation: 25 to 30 leading scientists

Review data, evaluate on-going research, frame
new projects, set funding and priorities

US companies turtle initiative

Development of best practices for minimizing
bycatch and fishing on FADs




Issues Being Addressed: Data

* Resolution to support the tRFMO scientific bodies to
ensure findings and underlying data as accurate and
complete as possible

* Work with tRFMO scientific bodies to provide data within
control of ISSF members

e Strongly encourage states, organizations and industry to
provide data within their control to the tRFMO scientific
bodies




Issues Being Addressed: IUU-Transactions

e Resolution to refrain from transactions in tuna
from vessels on IUU list of any RFMO

 Make publicly available complete list of all
vessels designated IUU by any tuna RFMO




Issues Being Addressed: IUU-Traceabillity

Tracking tuna from capture to plate

« All ISSF participating companies

 Necessary to ISSF mission and good
manufacturing practice

 Record data, warrant [lUU compliance, or
withdraw product out of compliance




Issues Being Addressed: IUU-Traceabillity

« DATA TICKETS -- Recelving, thawing, cleaning,
filling & sealing, cooking, testing, shipping, etc.

« UNIQUE DATA SETS -- Typical protocols
generate 10 or more tickets that capture 150 data

categories




Considerations for Coral Triangle

Nations Participate in RFMO

Industry report commercial vessels’ logbook data
to regional governments and RFMOs

Collect unloading data and sample catches at
key ports

Support tagging programs

Develop observer programs to monitor
compliance




For more information

www.|SS-Foundation.org




